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	The main purpose of this volume is to demonstrate, through a variety of texts covering a vast historical period and from diverse sources (parliamentary reports, letters, memoirs, excerpts of books, newspaper articles, oral testimonies, and related materials) that Scotland cannot be reduced to the traditional images of kilt and bagpipe.

        
	The author has often chosen to let common people speak-those people whose voice is seldom heard in traditional history books. Any book written about the history of the Scottish nation that would leave aside such significant events as the Union of Parliaments in 1707, the Jacobite risings of the first half of the 18th century, the Highland clearances, or the process of devolution would most definitely be described as incomplete. But a book about the history of Scotland in which the voices of the elites would be the only ones to be heard would be just as incomplete.

        
	The author hopes that his “wandering among words written by others” in temples to knowledge such as the National Archives of Scotland and the National Library of Scotland will ultimately lend new life to those fragments of the past without which it is impossible to understand the present.
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          Introduction

        

      

      
        
          
            “The greatest part of a writer’s time is spent in reading, in order to write; a man will turn over half a library, to make one book.”
            1
          

           The idea for this book started with the observation that sections devoted to Scotland in British history books published in France were far too often extremely limited, despite Scottish history and culture having played a fundamental role in the development of Great Britain and the United Kingdom. The main purpose of this volume is thus to demonstrate, through a variety of texts covering a vast historical period and from diverse sources (parliamentary reports, letters, memoirs, excerpts of books, newspaper articles, oral testimonies, and related materials) that Scotland cannot be reduced to the traditional images of kilt and bagpipe. In other words, it should be considered a nation whose religious, social, political, and cultural history is both rich and fascinating.

           This book is not intended as a history of Scotland; providing a comprehensive view of the richness and diversity of the history of the Scottish nation in three hundred pages would be to attempt the impossible. Rather, I take a middle ground of sorts with contextual chapter introductions to primary documents, grouped thematically, to help make the texts comprehensible to a general reader (and to one with no specialized knowledge of Scottish history).

           As can be imagined, the selection of which sources to leave in or out of this reader has been difficult, even painful, at times. I also had to choose the particular historical period and chose 1707 to 2007 as they are significant for at least two reasons in the history of the Scottish nation: in May 1, 1707, the Scottish Parliament was dissolved and the combined parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain was created; on May 3, 2007, the Scottish National Party surged to a historic victory and became the largest party in the Scottish Parliament. Nevertheless, history does not really like to be divided into periods that might be seen as arbitrary or even artificial. As a result, I start my selection with a text from 1704 and finish with one from 2008.

           Some texts are longer than others – such as the 1935 Scotsman article on an anti-Catholic demonstration (Text 112) or the opening ceremony of the Scottish Parliament in July 1999 (Text 90). These texts would have lost some of their essential meaning had I decided to present an abridged version of them. Other texts could have been inserted in different chapters, which is the case for Dr. Walker’s report (Text 32): it appears in the Highlands chapter but could also have been included in the section on religion (Chapter 3). The same could also be said for the extract of Charles Laing Warr’s speech (Text 109), which appears in the chapter about religion and sectarianism (but which also could have been included in the section on World War I, Chapter 15).

           Some changes have also been made to the original spelling of the texts such as replacing of the long “s” (which was used in the eighteenth century at the beginning and in the middle of words) by the short “s” (used during the period at the end of words). The unusual – and incorrect – spelling of some texts has been maintained with one particularly telling example in the letter by William Jack, a Jacobite soldier who was imprisoned after the battle of Culloden in 1746 (Text 11).

           To the reader, it will rapidly become apparent that the topics chosen make plain certain personal preferences, perhaps even prejudices. It may be a truism to say that a historian’s work is, in essence, bound to express some subjectivity. It suffices here to remember how the American historian Peter Novick has described the attempt at writing objective history: “nailing jelly to the wall.”2 I have often chosen to let common people speak – those people whose voice is seldom heard in traditional history books. Any book written about the history of the Scottish nation that would leave aside such significant events as the Union of Parliaments in 1707, the Jacobite risings of the first half of the eighteenth century, the Highland clearances, or the process of devolution would most definitely be described as incomplete. But a book about the history of Scotland in which the voices of the elites would be the only ones to be heard would be just as incomplete. This is why I hope that the reader will delight in the account of a Jacobite prisoner, a letter written by a former Glasgow prostitute who emigrated to the United States, a letter from a Highland emigrant who became an Australian gold digger, an excerpt of the diary kept by a World War I soldier, the account of a Dundee miner, or the memories of a Glasgow housewife.

           It is possible to argue that all of these figures did not take part in the writing of Scotland’s official history, but it would be hard to deny that these people did not belong to the history of the Scottish nation. Consequently, it is essential to give them a proper place they deserve in the reader. We must not forget after all that popular memories, though often fragmented and problematic, constitute one of the fundamental elements of identity in any community. Family memories and local histories constitute “a vast network of unofficial, non institutionalized knowledge […] which somehow represents the collective consciousness of entire groups (families, villages) or individuals (memories and personal experiences) and which acts as a counterbalance to knowledge privatized and monopolized by specific groups for the defence of specific interests.”3

           Finally, this type of scholarship could not have been put together without consultation of a wide array of secondary sources whose references can be found in the bibliography. Extant collections of Scottish texts also proved to very helpful in the book’s development. Hopefully, my “wandering among words written by others”4 in certain marvellous temples to knowledge (the National Archives of Scotland and the National Library of Scotland) will ultimately lend new life to those fragments of the past without which it is impossible to understand the present.

        

        
          Notes

          1  Samuel Johnson in J. Boswell, The Life of Samuel Johnson: Comprehending an Account of His Studies and Numerous Works in Chronological Order: a Series of His Epistolary Correspondence and Conversations with Many Eminent Persons: and Various Original Pieces of His Composition, Never Before Published, vol. 2, London: T. Cadell, 1822, p. 331.

          2  P. Novick, That Noble Dream: The ‘Objectivity Question’ and the American Historical Profession, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988, p. 1.

          3  A. Triulzi, quoted in J. Le Goff., Histoire et Mémoire, (1977), Paris: Gallimard, 1988, p. 176.

          4  These words are borrowed from Arlette Farge whose book is devoted to the pleasure of conducting research in the archives. (A. Farge, Le Goût de l’archive, Paris: Editions du Seuil, 1989, p. 147).
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           1702: Accession of Queen Anne.

           1707: Union of the Parliaments between England and Scotland.

           1708: Failed Jacobite invasion attempt.

           1714: Accession of George I of Hanover to the British throne.

           1715: Jacobite Rising.

           1719: Spanish invasion force supports Jacobites in Scotland; Battle of Glenshiel.

           1724: General George Wade appointed Commander-in-Chief of the British army in Scotland.

           1725: Malt Tax riots in Glasgow, against higher taxes imposed on Scottish malt.

           1727: Royal Bank of Scotland formed.

           1727: Death of King George I and accession of George II.

           1736: Porteous riots in Edinburgh after the hanging of a smuggler by the City Guard led by Captain Porteous. The Guard kills several people in the ensuing riot.

           1739: David Hume’s Treaty on Human Nature.

           1742: Henry Dundas, known as “Uncrowned King of Scotland”, born.

           1745 (September 21): Charles Edward Stuart, “Bonnie Prince Charlie”, victorious at Battle of Prestonpans.

           1746 (April 16): Charles Edward Stuart defeated at Battle of Culloden.

           1747: Proscription Act introduced, banning tartan and the carrying of weapons.

           1752 (September 3): With the adoption of the Gregorian calendar, September 3, 1752 becomes 14, September.

           1760: George III crowned, beginning a 60-year reign, one of the longest in British history.

           1767: James Craig’s new plan for New Town of Edinburgh accepted.

           1768: Construction of the Forth and Clyde canal started. It was to take 22 years to complete.

           1768: First volume of Encyclopedia Britannica published in Edinburgh, edited by William Smellie.

           1773: The ‘Hector’ sails for Nova Scotia in first major Highland emigration to Canada.

           1776: David Hume dies; Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations.

           1782: Proscription Act repealed, thus allowing again the wearing of tartan and the carrying of weapons.

           1783: Glasgow Herald newspaper first published. Longest continuously published daily newspaper in Britain.

           1786: Boswell and Johnson in Scotland.

           1787: Glasgow weavers’ riot after their wages had been cut.

           1791-1799: First Statistical Account of Scotland.

           1793: Thomas Muir arrested for sedition.

           1799: Robert Owen buys New Lanark Mills for his company.

           1800: Food riots in Glasgow.

        

      

    

  
    
      
        1707-1800

      

      
        
          I. Union, 1707

        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          I. Union, 1707

        

      

      
        
          
            To tell the story of the making of a union between two nations that has subsequently had such a profound effect on Scotland and on British history […] is fraught with difficulties. The topic is controversial and the evidence can and has been interpreted in very different ways.
            1
          

           This comment very explicitly pinpoints the difficulty of trying to present, let alone to explain, the Union between the Parliaments of Scotland and England. The following summary will necessarily be incomplete and anybody interested in this complex issue would be well advised to consult books dealing specifically with this question, and perhaps more particularly Christopher Whatley’s remarkable study of the construction of the Union and the way the Scots reacted to it.

           At the end of his reign, William III (1689-1702) became more and more favourable to the idea of an ‘incorporating Union’ of England and Scotland: he thought that the Union between the two nations would eliminate the risk of an alliance between France and Scotland. It is during the reign of Queen Anne (1702-1714) that the Union incorporating the two nations finally took place. By the Act of Settlement of 1701, succession to the throne had been vested in the Electress Sophia of Hanover, the granddaughter of James I, and her Protestant heirs. The Scottish Parliament did not take any similar legislation: it passed an Act of Security (1704) that stated that the Scottish Parliament had the right to decide who would be Queen Ann’s successor. On February 1705 the English Parliament retaliated by passing the Alien Act, a form of economic blackmail, since the Act stated that if the Scots did not recognize the Hanoverian succession and if they did not take steps towards Union, Scots in England would be treated as aliens and Anglo-Scottish trade would be suspended. The Scots were outraged by the English decision. Yet, the threat of economic embargo was so serious that the Scottish Parliament accepted to enter negotiations with the English Parliament.

           Numerous addresses against the Union were submitted to the Scottish Parliament, although many were not wholly opposed to the principle of a Union but rather to its ‘incorporating’ nature. Some of the addresses focused on the defence of sovereignty, a major concern for many Scottish people. Anti-Union demonstrations were organised in Glasgow, Edinburgh and Dumfries. In late 1706 crowds in Dumfries were observed “insolently Burning, in the face of the Sun and the presence of the Magistrats, the Articles of Treaty betwixt our two Kingdoms.”2 Supporters of the Union concentrated on the benefits of trade. Scottish Unionists like the first Earl of Cromarty and William Seton of Pitmedden saw the Hanoverian succession as necessary for the future political stability of the country and thought that Scotland’s economic difficulties could be solved by free trade with England. They were also convinced that Scotland’s identity would not be lost in the process. Opposition to the Treaty of Union also came from the English Parliament, mainly from the Tories. Sir John Pakington denounced the Union in the House of Commons as “marrying a woman against her consent: a union that was carried on by corruption and bribery within doors and by force and violence without.”3

           Between April and July 1706 the English and Scottish commissioners sat in separate rooms and communicated with each other only in writing. By July the two sides had agreed to the terms of the treaty. The resulting twenty-five articles of Union formed the basis of the two Acts of Union set before the Parliaments of Scotland and England. The final vote on the Scottish Act occurred on 16 January 1707 and the Act of Union came into force in both countries on 1 May 1707. The first article of the Treaty proclaimed “that the Two Kingdoms of England and Scotland shall… forever after be United into One Kingdom by the name of great britain”. The new United Kingdom was to be governed by a British Parliament at Westminster and a shared head of state. The principal features of the text were the following: Scotland accepted the Hanoverian succession, the two Parliaments were amalgamated, Scotland was given trading access to England and former English colonies, the Scottish legal system remained unchanged and the rights and privileges of the Church of Scotland were guaranteed.

           After the vote on the Scottish Act proclamations were posted throughout Scotland outlawing all “Tumultuary and Irregular Meetings.”4

           The Union altered Scotland in many ways. The country managed to keep its links with continental Europe but in the following decades it became increasingly influenced by English trends. The influence of the 1707 Union was also felt in everyday life. Even the way in which Scots measured their food and drink changed, with the introduction of English weights and measures.

           Most mid and late twentieth-century historians contended that England had wanted the Union to achieve security and to guarantee the Hanoverian succession and that Scotland had accepted the Union to obtain entry to the empire. Yet, more recent work has demonstrated that the nature of the debate in Scotland over the Union was more complex. In the years 1705-1706 hundreds of pamphlets were published both in Scotland and in England showing that the Union was the subject of heated discussion: according to one witness, every citizen was concerned by the debate, “Great & small, Rich & Poor, Old & Young Men & Women”.5

        

        
          Notes

          1  C. Whatley with D. J. Patrick, The Scots and the Union, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2006, p. xiii.

          2  Quoted on the internet site of the University of Aberdeen: http://www.abdn.ac.uk/actsofunion/panel6.php, accessed 17 August 2009.

          3  Quoted in P. W. J. Riley, The Union of England and Scotland: a Study in Anglo-Scottish Politics of the Eighteenth Century, Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1978, p. 302.

          4  Quoted on the internet site of the University of Aberdeen: http://www.abdn.ac.uk/actsofunion/panel6.php, accessed 17 August 2009.

          5  Quoted in Whatley, op. cit., p. 7.

        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          1. Against an Incorporating Union, 1703

        

      

      
        
           Andrew Fletcher of Saltoun (1653-1716) was elected as a Member of Parliament for Haddingtonshire (East Lothian) in 1678. The discussions about the Treaty of Union brought him to the forefront of Scottish politics. A leading figure of the country party (the main opposition party in the Scottish parliament), he attacked arbitrary monarchy and thought that an incorporating Union would inevitably lead to Scottish subordination to England. Fletcher was profoundly disappointed by the terms of the treaty of Union and decided to retire from politics to devote himself to farming and agricultural development in East Lothian. It is only later that he became known as the ‘Patriot’.

           The following is an extract of a conversation between the Earl of Cromarty and Andrew Fletcher.

           “An Account of a Conversation concerning a Right Regulation of Governments for the common Good of Mankind in a Letter to the Marquis of Montrose, the Earls of Rothes, Roxburg and Haddington, From London the first of December, 1703”, in The Political Works of Andrew Fletcher, Esq; [of Saltoun.] Edinburgh: A. Bettesworth & C. Hitch, 1732, p. 396-400.

          
            [Andrew Fletcher:] I am of opinion, said I, that by an incorporating union, as they call it, of the two nations, Scotland will become more poor than ever.

          

          
            Why so?

          

          
            Because Scotsmen will then spend in England ten times more than now they do; which will soon exhaust the money of the nation. For besides the sums that members of parliament will every winter carry to London, all our countrymen who have plentiful estates will constantly reside there, no less than those of Ireland do at this time. No Scotsman who expects any publick employment, will ever set his foot in Scotland; and every man that makes his fortune in England, will purchase lands in that kingdom; our trade, which is the bait that covers the hook, will be only an inconsiderable retail, in a poor, remote and barren country, where the richest of pure nobility and gentry will no longer reside: and though we should allow all the visionary suppositions of those who are so fond of this union; yet our trade cannot possibly increase on a sudden. Whereas the expences I mentioned will in a very short time exhaust us, and leave no stock for any kind of commerce. But, said the Earl, you do not distinguish right, nor consider where the fallacy of your reasoning lies. You talk of Scotland and Scots money, and do not reflect that we shall then be a part of Britain; England will be increased by the accession of Scotland, and both those names lost in that of Britain: so that you are to consider the good of that whole body, of which you then become a citizen, and will be much happier than you was, by being in all respects qualified to pretend to any office or employment in Britain, and may trade or purchase in any part of the island. [Andrew Fletcher:] But, by your leave, my lord, let me distinguish plainly, and tell you, that if I make a bargain for the people that inhabit the northern part of this island, I ought principally to consider the interest of those who shall continue to live in that place, that they may find their account in the agreement, and be better provided for than they are. For if the advantages of getting employments, trading and purchasing in any part of the island, are the only things to be considered, all these may be as well obtained by any one who would change his country in the present state of things. And if in the union of several countries under one government, the prosperity and happiness of the different nations are not considered, as well as of the whole united body, those that are more remote from the seat of the government will be only made subservient to the interest of others, and their condition very miserable. On the other hand, besides our fishery, which God and nature has given us, together with the great privileges already granted to our African company, a distinct sovereignty does always enable a people to retain some riches, and leaves them without excuse if they do not rise to considerable wealth. So that if a sufficient provision be made to prevent the exhausting of our money by the attendance of Scotsmen at court, and to take away the influence of English ministers upon our affairs, no condition of men will be more happy. For we shall then be possessed of liberty; shall administer our own affairs, and be free from the corruptions of a court; we shall have the certain and constant alliance of a powerful nation, of the same language, religion and government, lying between us and all enemies both by sea and land, and obliged in interest to keep perpetual peace and amity with us. And this you cannot but allow to be a much happier condition, than any we ever could propose to ourselves by all the projects of union that have hitherto been formed. Here the Earl endeavoured by many arguments to shew that our country would be the place, where all manufactures, as well for the use of the whole island, as for exportation, would be made by reason of the cheapest of living, and the many hands that Scotland could furnish. I said the contrary was not only most evident; but that the union would certainly destroy even those manufactures we now have.

          

        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          2. A Necessary Union, 1706

        

      

      
        
           James Hodges, a London Scot Presbyterian pamphleteer, wrote several essays, including The Rights and Interests of the Two British Monarchies (1703). He was read widely especially after June 1705 [“the enormously popular writings of James Hodges”, (Whatley, 2006, p. 277)], when his influential War betwixt the two British Kingdoms was reprinted.

           James Hodges, Essay upon the Union. Shewing, that the Subjects of both Nations have been, by the Union of the two Crowns, justly Intitled to all Manner of Privileges, which the Insuing Treaty can Give them, Edinburgh: 1706, p. 3-4.

          
            The Design and End of all Societies is to provide for the Security, Benefit and Ease of Mankind; and no Society can subsist, unless its several Members are equally ingaged in the mutual Defence and Support of it, and are equally Intitled to its Benefits and Privileges.

          

          
            The least Inequality, Restriction or Usurpation in these common Enjoyments, creates a Grudge, Uneasiness and Jealousie, which never fails to make way for an open Breach, when occasion offers. It hath been for some Years past the Opinion of thinking Men, that some unnatural and improper Distinctions, which one way or other have been advance’d betwixt these two Nations, in point of Interest, would at length tend to some fatal Separation. To prevent this, several Attempts have been made to promote a more near and express Union of both. These Attempts have been hitherto disappointed by the wicked Contrivances of some artful and designing Men. Both Nations seem to be sensible of this, and by the Steps lately made in the respective Parliaments of both, there appears at this time so universal an Inclination and Tendency to a thorow Friendship by such an Union, that it may seem altogether needless to offer any Motives to inforce the Necessity of it, or to explain the many good Consequences which will arise by it to both Nations.

          

          
            I shall therefore only in a few Words point out one single, but very considerable Instance of Advantage arising to England by such an Union, and shall thereafter proceed to offer (with all humble Submission) some Considerations which may be of use to promote that Union.

          

          
            The Instance I make is in the matter of Fishing. It is obvious to all Traders, that the Dutch Trade is chiefly founded upon the Herring-Fishing, there they have their Nursery of Seamen, and there they have a cheap and ready Commodity to go to Market with.

          

          
            It is likewise obvious, that if the Scots (or any in Copartency with them) would follow this Trade, they would soon be entire Masters of it, and under many more Advantages than the Dutch do enjoy it at present.

          

          
            It is no less obvious that the Scots have not followed this Trade to Advantage, for want of Stock and by reason of some other Discouragements (not here to be named) all which would be supplied by an Union betwixt these two Nations.

          

          
            If upon such an Union some few Factories on the East and West Coasts were erected by joint English and Scots Stocks, the Dutch might be entirely wormed out of that Trade, and it would accrue to Britain.

          

          
            This Trade would nurse up British Seamen in place of Dutch, and would make the English Masters at home of a great part of that Strength, for which they are forced sometimes to make very hard and precarious Bargains with their Neighbours abroad.

          

          
            The English seem to entertain a very groundless Jealousie, that the Accession of Trade to Scotland, must in so far be a Diminution of the Trade of England.

          

          
            But as this may be made appear to be a Mistake in general, with relation to all manner of Trade, there being a very large Field for both to go upon, especially where both are upon one and the same bottom of Interest, so in the Particular here mentioned, there is no room left for this Jealousie, for this Fishing-Trade, as it now stands, is lost to both Nations, and by an Union it will accrue to both, with all the Advantages mentioned. I proceed to the Methods of promoting and securing this Union, in which there occurs a Preliminary Difficulty, how to adjust the different Views of People, who seem to agree that a nearer and more solid Union betwixt these Nations is necessary, but differ about the Name or Nature of it.

          

        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          3. Aversion to Union, 1706

        

      

      
        
           George Lockhart of Carnwath (1681-1731) was a commissioner for Midlothian from 1703 and a Westminster MP from 1708. He was an ardent champion of the Stuart cause and opposed the Union. His influential Memoirs of the Affairs of Scotland, published in 1714, scathingly criticized the main actors in the making of the Union and helped to cement the image of Scottish independence betrayed by corrupt Scots politicians.

           Lockhart of Carnwath George, Memoirs Concerning The Affairs of Scotland from Queen Anne’s Accession to the Throne to the Commencement of the Union of the Two Kingdoms of Scotland and England in May 1707, With an Account of the Origine and Progress of the Design’d Invasion from France, in March, 1708. And Some Reflections on the Ancient State of scotland , To which is prefix’d an Introduction, shewing the Reason for publishing these Memoirs at this Juncture. Edinburgh: 1714, p. 222-225.

          
            During this Time6, the Nation’s Aversion to the Union increas’d; the Parliament-Close, and the Outer-Parliament House, were crowded every Day when the Parliament was met, with an infinite Number of People, all exclaiming against the Union, and speaking very free Language concerning the Promoters of it. The Commissioner7, as he pass’d along the Street, was cursed and reviled to his Face, and the D-of H-n8 huzza’d and convey’d every Night...
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