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Welcome to Perpignan & Northern Catalonia

The marriage of the Pyrenees and the Mediterranean...

Each year, many of you go on vacation in the Eastern Pyrenees.

Then be welcome in our department, land of splendor, contrasts, exceptional natural spaces, breathtaking scenery, traditions and lively culture.

The Eastern Pyrennes include 17 protected areas, 11 of which are natural reserves and among them, the marine reserve of Cerbère-Banyuls which extends on 650 acres of sea and highlights the beauty of our Mediterranean so well, the cove of Paulilles, one of the most beautiful jewels of the Catalan coast, our pic du Canigó, classified "Great Site of France" or the site of Bouillouses and its 27 lakes and ponds that attract more 155 000 visitors each year.

It is also 2 natural parks, the Parc Naturel Régional des Pyrénées Catalanes and the Parc Naturel Marin du Golfe du Lion which extends over more than 100 kilometers of coastline, from Leucate to Cerbère, and covers more than 4000 km² of marine space.

As you can see, this department answers all your dreams of evasion and freedom, also being calls to relaxation and discovery. To be convinced, one just needs to open the door to our historic patrimony. The fortresses of Mont-Louis and Villefranche de Confient, both classified as UNESCO World Heritage Site, the Palais des Rois de Majorque, 700 years old, contemplating the Roussillon, the Prieuré de Serrabona, masterpiece of roman art, or even the beauty at sea of the Château Royal de Collioure, welcomes visitors from around the world every year and are the national and international hallmarks of our destination.

Finally, you will undoubtedly be conquered by the grand expositions of the Modern Art Museums of Céret and Collioure.

This will to enhance our natural and cultural assets, is also characterized by our craftsmanship and our local productions. With 13 names issued from 15 different varieties, the wines of Roussillon are very rich: Natural Sweet wines such as the Muscats, Rivesaltes, Banyuls, Maury and of course the Collioure, Côtes du Roussillon or Côtes du Roussillon Villages, dry white wines, red, rosé... our wineries pleasantly offer many choices.

This authenticity is our strength and greatly embodies our Eastern Pyrenees lifestyle.

Whatever the season, for a stay, a week-end, for a week or more, the Eastern Pyrenees invite you to travel, on a tour of all these treasures to be seen time and time again.

Come and join us!

The President of the General Council

President of the Agency for Touristic Development of Eastern Pyrenees




Knowing More About Perpignan & Northern Catalonia


[image: ]

Knowing More About Perpignan & Northern Catalonia - City of Vinça
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Record Sheet

Number: 66

Population: 461,282 inhabitants (legal population on January 1st, 2014).

Demography: an annual average of + 1,3%, mainly due to the migratory flux.

Density: 112.06 habitants/km ².

Size: 4 116.2 km ².

Prefecture – Sub prefectures: Perpignan – Céret and Prades.

Number of towns: 226 divided into 31 townships.

Region Membership – Composing Departments: Languedoc-roussillon – Aude (11), Gard (30), Lozère (48), Hérault (34) and Pyrénées-Orientales (66).

Highest Point: the Pic du Carlit (2921 m)

Main Watercourses: the department of Pyrénées-Orientales is crossed by three main watercourses; the Têt, Tech and Agly. To be noted that none of them are navigable.




Flag – Shield
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Flag – Shield - Catalan flag
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"Golden with four pallets of gules" the Senyera, name of the Catalan flag, is one of the oldest in Europe. They are the armorial bearings of the counts of Roussillon, old province of Roussillon. It consists of four horizontal yellow and red bands. The history of the blazon, then becoming the Catalan flag, is quite obscure, varying between historic hypotheses and legendary accounts.

Among the different versions, it is said that in the 9th century, in a battle against the Normans, Louis the Pious requested for help for his army from his vassal, the count of Barcelona, Guifred el Pelut. After a bloody battle, the count of Barcelone is seriously injured. Louis the Pious, to immortalise the bravery of Guifred, soaks his hand in the blood of his vassal and marks his golden shield with his fingers, making four red traces. There heraldic weapons later became those of the Catalan counts. This flag endures on both sides of the border as emblem of Catalonia under the flag name "Blood and Gold".







Not to be missed



Abbey of Saint-Martin-du-Canigou
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Casteil

Vernet-les-Bains

✆ 04 68 05 50 03

www.stmartinducanigou.org

visitezabbayestmartin@wanadoo.fr

La montée se fait à pied depuis Casteil.
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Sud de France. Annual closing in January. Closed every Monday from October 1st to May 31st. Closed on Friday saint. Low season: open Tuesday to Sunday. High season: every day. Free for under 12-year-olds. Adult: €6. Child (from 12 to 18 years old): €4. Group (20 people): €5.50 (booking required above 10). In season, service of Jeep at the beginning of casteil (✆ 06 46 36 23 15). Guided tour (10am, 11am, 12pm (10am and 12.30pm Sunday and festivals), 2pm, 3pm, 4pm – also at 5pm from June to September). Picnic area. Toilets. Shop. Pets are not allowed.

It is from the village of Casteil that you climb up to the abbey. The trail is very steep, wooded... and without water (bring supplies). After a good small power walking – 300 meters of elevation gain – the building is finally revealed at almost 1090 meters of altitude, clinging to a rocky spur, on a grandiose site. Saint-Martin-du-Canigou is an architectural ensemble of the first meridional Romanesque. The church whose construction began around 997, was consecrated in 1009 by the Bishop of Elne, and a second building campaign was held, followed by a new consecration in 1014 or 1026. For the record, it is said that Count Wilfred II of Cerdagne, who had initiated its construction, retreated there in 1035, and spent the last years of his life digging his grave in the rock. The ruined abbey was restored in two phases, from 1902 to 1932 and then from 1952 to 1982. It consists of two superimposed churches, the lower church being half buried. The square tower houses a chapel dedicated to Saint Michel. Today, the abbey is inhabited by the Catholic Community of the Beatitudes to whom it was entrusted by the Bishop of Perpignan. It goes without saying that proper attire and respect for the place are recommended when visiting the site.
See Discovery – Not to be missed – Saint Martin du Canigou Abbey.



		
		
		
	nickie90 le 09/02/2010
	
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]



			A high tourist site deserves a visit! You can walk (narrow and tarmacked road) in 50 minutes or jeep (paying). Do not forget to bring water (not drinking water but purchase bottles). The abbey is a beautiful architectural building but to continue the ascent still 5 minutes (difficult trail) in order to enjoy an exceptional view of the abbey. Allow one visiting time for the interior. Possibility photo and film inside. Please respect places! The descent is faster but more tiring... if you do not have fort training risks lumbar sorrows the next day.

		
		




[image: ]

L'ABBAYE SAINT-MARTIN DU CANIGOU - The Saint-Martin-du-Canigou abbey

© OLIVER-ONE – FOTOLIA
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The Casteil Wildlife Park
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Village de casteil

rue du Cady

Vernet-les-Bains

✆ 04 68 05 67 54

www.parcanimaliercasteil.com

cases.ju@gmail.com



Sud de France. Closed in Christmas, 1st from the Year and 4 to 5 weeks over January/February. High season: open every day from 9.30am to 8pm (last visit at 6pm). From April to end of June and from September to end of October: 10am-7pm (last visit at 5pm). The rest of the year open weekends and school holidays: 1pm-6pm (last visit 4pm). Free for under 3-year-olds. Adult: €12. Child (from 3 to 12 years old): €9. Special prices for the adult groups and pupils of 15 people minimum. Picnic area, parking, bus parking, water supply point, toilets.

At the foot of the Canigou, in a green nature, the animal park Casteil welcomes guests in a 20 ha site. Over the course of 3.5 km (beware it's a hard climb... bring good shoes and forget strollers!), you can see more than 200 animals: izards, mouflons, deer, reindeer, wallabies, lynx... but also very impressive lions, bears and wolves evolving in huge enclosures mountainside. This pleasant park, which complete tours can be done in about 2 hours, will captivate young and old. And if your children are exhausted, they can enjoy a beautiful playground. For those who want to have an extraordinary experience, it is possible to spend a night in the watching hut (designed for 2 adults and 2 children over 5 years old) in front of the wolves' enclosure.




Musée d'Art moderne de Céret
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8, boulevard du Maréchal-Joffre

Céret

✆ 04 68 87 27 76

www.musee-ceret.com



Closed on January 1st, May 1st, November 1st and December 25th. Low season: open every day from 10am to 6pm. High season: every day from 10am to 7pm. Closed on Tuesday from October to April. Free for under 12-year-olds. Adult: €5.50. Reduced rate: €3.50. In period of temporary exhibition: €8. Reduced rate: €6. Children welcome (extra-curricular visits and school activities and for groups). Guided tour. Shop. Activities. Library.

As the premier art museum of the Pyrénées-Orientales, the modern art museum of Céret is one of the 100 largest modern art museums in France. Céret was formerly named "Mecca of Cubism" by André Salmon and this was born from the passages and stays of the 20th century greatest artists in the city and its surroundings. It displays works of Picasso, Grey, Soutine, Herbin, Chagall, Matisse, Masson, Krémègne, Miró, Tàpies, Viallat, Toni Grand Bioulès,... Cubism at the school of Paris, New Realism in Support-Surface, the collection offers visitors an thourough view of the art of the 20th and 21st century. Created in 1950 by two protagonists of this artistic adventure, Pierre Brune and Frank Burty Haviland, the museum has reached an international scale these twenty years. It was a municipal museum until 2004 then became a public institution of cultural cooperation in January 2005 managed by the city of Céret, the General Council of the Pyrénées-Orientales and the Languedoc-Roussillon Region. The temporary exhibitions alternate modern and contemporary art: they provide a better understanding of the artistic journey in the south of France and Catalonia, and also open on global level.



		
		
		
	kevyn21 le 01/12/2010
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			A beautiful modern art museum here to Céret, but the price is I find a little high (£7). It is that it is always fascinating works Pablo Picasso.

		
		




		
		
		
	sf8977 le 23/04/2010
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			very beautiful museum. very large museum on several floors. however, the entrance is far from being free but that is worth the detour

		
		




		
		
		
	tjakaranda le 02/12/2009
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			A superb permanent collection that you will not tire of. Picasso, Chagall, Miro, and others to rediscover... Without forgetting the always temporary exhibitions quality in the heart of this small village.

		
		




		
		
		
	brenus le 21/05/2009
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			Madame Matamoros, longest square, Ceret without you would not be nothing, you are the soul of the museum, by the choice of exhibitions. Bravo! 
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MUSCAT DE RIVESALTES
All the natural freshness
from the grape in this fruity
aperitif. Serve chilled

any time of the year.

vinsduroussi
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